
2023 J.O. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S RESERVE MERLOT

VINTAGE NOTES:
The 2023 vintage was a standout year for Sullivan Rutherford Estate. We began with a promising start as spring rains
replenished our vineyards, ensuring healthy vines and saturated soils. Throughout the mild, sun-drenched summer,
temperatures hovered consistently between 72-75 degrees Fahrenheit, fostering optimal grape development. Despite the
challenges of mildew pressures caused by the cooler vintage, our vineyard team's diligence and experience ensured that the
vines produced loose clusters and small, concentrated berries. This exceptional vintage has yielded wines of unparalleled
quality, affirming our estate's commitment to excellence.

TASTING NOTES:
The 2023 J.O. Sullivan Founder’s Reserve Merlot is not a supporting varietal, and it is not a concession to expectation. It is 
Rutherford, undiluted. This wine opens with an explosive perfume of black currant, crushed violet, dried herbs and slashed 
blueberry, layered with baking chocolate, and crushed rock. Beneath the aromatics lies a dark, savory core that anchors the 
wine firmly in place. Freshness cuts cleanly through the layers, creating lift, energy and relentless forward motion. The 
tannins are intentional and structural, built to frame rather than decorate, giving the wine both command and longevity. 
This is Merlot with backbone, with grit, with authority. In a vintage of clarity and balance, it stands as the purest articulation 
yet of what Rutherford Merlot can achieve when pushed without compromise

APPELLATION: 
Rutherford

VINEYARD: 
Sullivan Rutherford Estate

VARIETALS: 
88% Merlot 
11% Cabernet Sauvignon 

PRODUCTION: 
400 cases 

ALCOHOL:  
14.8%

ADDRESS: 1090 Galleron Road, Rutherford, California 94573 TELEPHONE: 707.963.9646 EMAIL: hospitality@sullivanwine.com WEBSITE: www.sullivanwine.com 

WINEMAKER:
 Jeff Cole 

BARREL AGING: 
22 months  
80% New French Oak




