
2019 J.O. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S RESERVE MERLOT

GENEROUS, SPICE, BRAMBLY, POWDERY TANNIN, LUSH

VINTAGE NOTES:
The 2019 vintage brought late winter and spring rains that saturated the ground and provided the vineyards with 
robust growth. Meticulous canopy management was needed to rein in the vines and channel nutrients towards fruit 
development and maturity. The remainder of the growing season was ideal, with no major heat or rain events. High 
temperatures remained in the mid to high 80s, which led to uniform sugar, flavor and phenolic development amongst 

the vines. This was a truly fantastic season that allowed for the creation of wines of scale and purity.

TASTING NOTES:

The 2019 J.O. Sullivan Founder’s Reserve is in a league of its own. This seriously built Merlot offers density and
richness, yet its agility and freshness distinguish it as a wine of exceptional pedigree. The depths and layers continually 
expand, with cocoa powder tannins melting across the palate, giving a sense of sweetness. The classic savory notes of 
bitter chocolate and dry herbs are an inherent signature of the gravelly soils found in the vineyards. Blue fruits of 
bramble and blueberry are signatures of the 2019 vintage. This Merlot is the definition of luxury and should be enjoyed 
over the next 20 years.

APPELLATION: 
Rutherford

VINEYARD: 
Sullivan Estate 
Pope Street Vineyard

VARIETALS: 
89% Merlot, 8% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 3% Cabernet Franc

PRODUCTION: 
300 cases 

ALCOHOL:

14.8%

ADDRESS: 1090 Galleron Road Rutherford, California 94573 TELEPHONE: (877) 244-7337 EMAIL: info@sullivanwine.com WEBSITE: www.sullivanwine.com 

WINEMAKER: 

Jeff Cole 

BARREL AGING: 

22 months  

100% New French Oak 

Hard bung

96 points




