
2015 J.O. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S RESERVE MERLOT
VINTAGE NOTES:
The 2015 vintage started earlier than normal due to warm temperatures in the early spring, but cold temperatures in May 
caused an uneven fruit set, resulting in smaller crops and lower yields. Consistently high temperatures through the rest of 
the growing season led to one of the earliest harvests on record, with most of the fruit off the vines by the end of 
September. Overall, the fruit quality was high. There were no rain events or cool offs during the peak of harvest, which 
allowed for clean, ripe fruit and ultimately beautiful tasty wines.  

TASTING NOTES:
Historically Sullivan has made big, bold, extracted Merlots and for the 2015 James O’Neil Merlot it is no exception. 
There is abundant cherry and raspberry, with vanilla and spice exploding from the glass. Yet there is subtle savory 
character underlying that adds depth and complexity. These components carry over to the palate giving the wine a 
plushness that coats and gives a sense of sweetness. As big and lush as this wine is there is an acidity that carries and 
adds focus that allows this wine to linger and last. Enjoy for many years to come!

APPELLATION: 
Napa Valley

VINEYARD: 
Sullivan Rutherford Estate

VARIETALS: 
95% Merlot
5% Cabernet Sauvignon

PRODUCTION: 
235 cases 

ALCOHOL:  
14.8%

ADDRESS: 1090 Galleron Road, Rutherford, California 94573 TELEPHONE: 707.963.9646 EMAIL: hospitality@sullivanwine.com WEBSITE: www.sullivanwine.com 

WINEMAKER: 
Jeff Cole 

BARREL AGING: 
21 months  
78% New French Oak




