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ome weekends refuel you, and others thar reser vour
entire outlook on how good life can raste. Napa
has always held s repuration as Californias adule
plavground for wine lovers, bur spending a few days
moving through its vinevards, Kitchens, and hillside
hideaways reminded me why this valley sets the global standard. This

was mot a trip buile on checklists. Ir unfolded as a sequence of curared
experiences that ran from falconry 1o focaccia, from sheep grazing
berween vines to multi-course wine dinners, from panoramic rerraces 1o
quietly luxurious suires suspended above the valley floor.

Below is my personal guide to the ideal MNapa escape, built around the
itinerary | followed on my most recent rip. Consider this your playbook
for a weekend thar delivers the best of wine country withour ever feeling
like you are |1u||{:|1.\'iul_1, the crowd.
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SULLIVAN
RUTHERFORD ESTATE

Sullivan Ruthertord Estare sits at the heart of Napa Vallew, rooted
in a history that began in 1978 when the famed winemaker, Andre
Tchelisichetl helped plant the original vines. The estate buile ies early
reputation on Merlot, long betore the varietal became a talking point
in the valley. That conhdence, paired with a commitment to classical
winemaking, gave the estate a toundation thar has continued ro evolve.
In 2018, the property entered a new chaprer when entreprencur Juan
Pablo Torres-Padilla and a group ol partners acquired it trom the
Sullivan family. Torres-Padilla, CEQ of VITE USA, purchased not

just the vinevards and winery but the entire legacy, with the goal of

:- r - ‘ ! -I-‘ - e - . .- - . : - - : " I.
hono Ing its past while i esting me Lmnblull} iy its future

Since the acguisition. the estate has been undergoing an impressive
transtormation. Vinevard enhancements have been underway  lor

several seasons, r:,-Eining the health and precision ol the ftruit, ‘The

it

most ambitious project s the state-ol-the-ar winemaking facility
currently under construction, Onee complete, in roughly a vear. it
will give the winemaking twam expanded tools to elevare qualioy while
maintaining the stvle thar has dehined Sullivan for decades. Even with
these modernizations, the escite's soul remains anchored in s ufigil:l.d
structures, including the striking estare home designed by John Marsh
Davis, The residence, with s bold lines and organic architectural
infuences, provides a dramatic serting tor their appointment-only

rastings and special events

WINES TO BRING HOME
FROM SULLIVAN

2022 J.O. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S
RESERVE MERLOT | § 330.00

This bottle delivers power and finesse. | loved the way
the dark fruit stays bright, never heavy, and how the
finish feels endless.

2022 ).O. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S RESERVE
CABERNET SAUVIGNON | £ 330.00

Our evening at Sullivan was one of the most memorable

A layered. full-bodied Cabernet offering dark fruit intensity, expericnees ol the wrip. We arrived for a dinner set inside

savory complexity, and polished structure that drinks
beautifully now while promising years of evolution,

the iconic estare home, surrounded by the warm glow ol
u.'.mn.HL-Iighi and panorumic vinevard views., Betore dinner,
the team hosted a4 blind Merlot LASTINg that l:.l'l-.i”t'l'll.:t'l.l s

T n.'|i.-:ingm5|: berween world=class  Merlors  from Meapa, 1

laly, and France. -['.tr-.nug these wines side by side was eve-
opening. Napas expression stood conhdently next to s
global peers, proving the varieal’s ability to rival dhe grear
houses of Bordeaux and the relined elegance of Talv, Tt was
an immersive, thoughttul, and genuinely fun experience thar
showcased both the talent of the Sullivan team and the deprl

ol their cellar,

Sullivan s an example ol what happens when  heritage. 5
ambition, and crattismanship converge. It teels bath historic
and !'nrwnnl-Ennl.::ng_ H'”“”"l"'*l and elevared, conhdent and
quietly evolving. It is the kind of property thar rewards those
who return, because the escate itsell s in a beautiful moment

of cransbormation.
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