SULLIVAN

RUTHERFORD ESTATE

2022 J.0. SULLIVAN FOUNDER'S RESERVE MERLOT

VINTAGE NOTES:

The 2022 growing season unfolded under mild conditions, setting the stage for what appeared to be a textbook harvest. But
nature had a twist in store. In early September, Napa Valley faced a dramatic heatwave, with temperatures soaring above
110°F for over five consecutive days. Thanks to the estate's naturally lower yields, most of our blocks had already achieved
optimal physiological ripeness as the heatwave approached. This timing proved pivotal, allowing us to act decisively and
harvest 80% of the estate’s fruit before the extreme heat could compromise quality. The resulting wines are a testament to

precision and resilience.

TASTING NOTES:

Deep, dark, and unapologetically rich, it delivers layer after layer of intensity. Brambleberry, ripe plums, and crushed violets
hit first, followed by a brooding mix of espresso, graphite, and wild herbs. The palate is full-bodied and commanding, with a
seamless, almost velvet-like texture. Dark cherries and blueberries saturate the mid-palate, while finely integrated tannins
carry a long, structured finish. Generous yet deeply rooted, this Merlot isn’t just about fruit—it’s got depth, power, and a

presence that demands attention.

APPELLATION: VARIETALS: WINEMAKER: ALCOHOL:
Rutherford 86% Merlot Jeff Cole 14.8%
y 11% Cabernet Sauvignon
VINEYARD: 3% Cabernet Franc BARREL AGING:
Sullivan Rutherford Estate 22 months
PRODUCTION: 80% New French Oak
500 cases

ADDRESS: 1090 Galleron Road, Rutherford, California 94573 TELEPHONE: 707.963.9646 EMAIL: hospitality@sullivanwine.com WEBSITE: www.sullivanwine.com





